WINDOWS & MIRRORS
Trottier’s Summer Reading List 2021
This year, we’re calling our program “Windows & Mirrors” to highlight the importance of
summer reading for promoting personal growth and for expanding our understanding of the
world beyond ourselves. “Windows” refers to the way that books can connect us with
experiences that are very different from our own, and “mirrors” refers to the way reading
helps us reflect upon and make sense of our own experiences. (This idea originated with Dr. Rudine
Sims Bishop’s 1990 essay “Mirrors, Windows and Sliding Glass Doors”)

As one of our first two days' activities, students will participate in short book groups based
on their summer reading. This book group will give students an opportunity to connect
with different members of the school community using a shared experience as well as an
opportunity to discuss literature. Because groups are created based on the book chosen,
these groups will be multigrade and multilevel and may be facilitated by a teacher who the
student does not interact with on a regular basis.
Please note some features we hope will be helpful in making an appropriate selection:
1. We have indicated books written for either an adult or young adult (teen) audience with an asterisk
--*mature” -- in front of the title.
2. Further details can be found by clicking on the book’s title, which will take you to the public
library’s record for that book (C/W MARS Library Catalog) where you can find much more
information, like Lexile levels, lists of awards, professional reviews and information about the
availability of copies, etc.
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** Nonfiction **
Title
(Author)

Description

All Thirteen: the
Incredible Cave
Rescue of the Thai
Boys Soccer Team

On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars
soccer team and their coach enter a cave in northern
Thailand seeking an afternoon's adventure. But when they
turn to leave, rising floodwaters block their path out. The
boys are trapped! Before long, news of the missing team
spreads, launching a seventeen-day rescue operation
involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe.
Combining first hand interviews of rescue workers with
in-depth science and details of the region's culture and
religion... Soontornvat masterfully shows how both the
complex engineering operation above ground and the
mental struggles of the thirteen young people below
proved critical in the life-or-death mission.
Acclaimed picture-book creator Uri Shulevitz details the
eight-year odyssey of how he and his Jewish family
escaped the terrors of the Nazis by fleeing Warsaw for
the Soviet Union.

By Christina Soontornvat

Chance: Escape from
the Holocaust
By Uri Shulevitz

Jacket
(Different editions will vary)

It was during those years, with threats at every turn,
that the young Uri experienced his awakening as an
artist, an experience that played a key role during this
difficult time. By turns dreamlike and nightmarish, this is
a story of determination, courage, family loyalty, and
the luck of coincidence is a true publishing event.

It's Trevor Noah
By Trevor Noah

Poisoned Water
By Candy Cooper

The comedian traces his coming of age during the
twilight of apartheid in South Africa and the tumultuous
days of freedom that followed, offering insight into the
farcical aspects of the political and social systems of
today's world.

Flint, Michigan had been built up, then abandoned, by
General Motors. In 2014, as part of a plan to save money,
government officials decided that Flint would temporarily
switch its water supply from Lake Huron to the Flint River.
Within months, many residents broke out in rashes. Children
stopped growing. Some people were hospitalized with
mysterious illnesses; others died. Despite the murky,
foul-smelling liquid pouring from the city's faucets, officials
refused to listen. Through interviews with residents and
intensive research into legal records and news accounts,
Cooper and Aronson show not just how the crisis unfolded,
but also the history of racism and segregation that led up to
it, and how the people of Flint fought-- and are still fighting-for clean water and healthy lives.

Nonfiction (CONTINUED)
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Title
Author

Description

*War Fever

In War Fever, celebrated sports historians Randy Roberts and
Johnny Smith explore the monumental changes taking place in
Boston during the Great War through the stories of three men:
Karl Muck, the German conductor of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra;Charles Whittlesey, a Harvard Law Student who was
called to service and became an unlikely leader; and perhaps
the most famous baseball player of all time, the Red Sox's Babe
Ruth. Each was cast into the turmoil of the war, and each
emerged as a public figure of one sort or another: one a villain,
one a hero, one an athlete. Throughout the war, Bostonians
lived on high alert; fearing an attack on the city's harbor, mines
were anchored in the bay and a wire net stretched across the
channels to prevent German submarines from encroaching. In
an ethnically diverse city, fraught with tension between
interventionists and pacifists, the war unleashed intolerance,
hostility, and xenophobia. Together, the stories of these three
men reveal how a city and a nation confronted the havoc of a
new world order, the struggle to endure the war, and all its
unforeseen consequences. At once a gripping narrative of
American culture in upheaval and a sweeping account of the
conflict, War Fever is narrative history at its best.

By Randy Roberts

*mature

When Stars are
Scattered
By Victoria Jamieson and
Omar Mohamed

Memoir
Graphic Format

Jacket
(Different editions vary)

Omar and his younger brother Hassan live in a
refugee camp, and when an opportunity for Omar
to get an education comes along, he must decide
between going to school every day or caring for his
nonverbal brother in this intimate and touching
portrayal of family and daily life in a refugee camp.

** Fiction **
Title
Author

Description

The Assassination of
Brangwain Spurge

Uptight elfin historian Brangwain Spurge is on a mission:
survive being catapulted across the mountains into goblin
territory, deliver a priceless peace offering to their mysterious
dark lord, and spy on the goblin kingdom from which no elf
has returned alive in more than a hundred years.
Brangwain's host, the goblin archivist Werfel, is delighted to
show Brangwain around. They should be the best of friends,
but a series of extraordinary double crosses, blunders, and
cultural misunderstandings throws these two bumbling
scholars into the middle of an international crisis that may
spell death for them and war for their nations. The witty
illustrations show Brangwain's furtive missives back to the elf
kingdom, while Werfel's determinedly unbiased narrative tells
an entirely different story.

By M.T. Anderson
Fantasy Fiction

Jacket
(Different editions vary)

Fiction (CONTINUED)
6/9/21

Title
Author

*Dear Martin
By Nic Stone

Description

Jacket
(Different editions vary)

Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
seventeen-year-old college-bound Justyce McAllister
struggles to face the reality of race relations today and
how they are shaping him.

*mature
Realistic Fiction

Dog Driven
By Terry Lynn Johnson
Adventure & Survival

A talented but sight-impaired musher signs up for a
dangerous commemorative race in the Canadian
wilderness to prove herself while raising awareness of
the disease that is costing her and her sister their sight.

A Disabilities Awareness
Grant (SEF) book

Echo’s Sister
by Paul Mosier

Realistic Fiction

Twelve-year-old El has planned on making her first week
at a new school fantastic. She won’t go by her given
name, Laughter. She’ll sit in the back of the classroom
where she can make new friends. She won’t even have
time to think about all the fun her old friends are having
without her. Everything will be great. But when her dad
picks her up after school and tells her that her younger
sister, Echo, has a life-threatening illness, her world is
suddenly turned upside down. And with her parents now
pressed for time and money, El feels lost and powerless.
Then she befriends Octavius, the only other kid in school
who gets what she’s going through. As El begins to adjust
to her new life, she soon finds that maybe a little hope and
a lot of love can overcome any obstacle.

Fiction (CONTINUED)
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Title
Author

Framed!: a T.O.A.S.T.
Mystery
By James Ponti
Mystery

Front Desk
By Kelly Yang
Historical Fiction

How to Save the
Universe Without
Really Trying:
Dimension Why
By John Cusick

Description

Jacket
(Different editions vary)

In

Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a
consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend
Margaret help thwart the biggest art heist in United
States history.

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives in a
motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant
parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the
front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests.
Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the
mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been
letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs
will be doomed. Number 3: She wants to be a writer.
But how can she when her mom thinks she should stick
to math because English is not her first language? It will
take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to
get through this year. Will she be able to hold on to her
job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao,
and go for her dreams?

A 21st-century girl is catapulted by a poorly timed
sneeze 1,000 years into the future, where she teams up
with an adventure-seeking boy to survive bog mutants,
a well-dressed baked bean, a mysterious invitation to
tea and powerful interdimensional beings who think she
is the Chosen One.

Science Fiction

Fiction (CONTINUED)
Title

Description

Jacket
(Different editions vary)
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Author

Maybe He Just Likes
You
By Barbara Dee

When boys in her class start touching seventh-grader Mila
and making her feel uncomfortable, she does not want to
tell her friends or mother until she reaches her breaking
point.

Realistic Fiction

The Night Diary
By Veera Hiranandani

Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with
her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to
find her voice and make sense of the world falling apart
around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in
the pages of her diary.

Historical Fiction

Not As We Know It
By Tom Avery
Low Fantasy

Nyxia
By Scott Reintgen

Eleven-year-old Jamie narrates the story of how he and
his twin brother, Ned, who is slowly dying of cystic
fibrosis, find and care for a small, mysterious sea
creature that has washed up on the beach; the
juxtaposition of the magical and the mundane prepares
them for the inevitable.

Emmett accepts an interstellar space contract but learns
en route that to win the promised fortune he and nine
other recruits face a brutal competition, putting their very
humanity at risk.

Science Fiction

Fiction (CONTINUED)
Title
Author

Description

Jacket
(Different editions vary)
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*Patron Saints of
Nothing
By Randy Ribay

*mature

Setting aside his college ambitions when he learns that
his cousin has been murdered as part of President
Duterte's war on drugs, a high school senior travels to
the Philippines to uncover the truth, and the part he
may have played in it.

Realistic Fiction

The Perfect Score
By Roy Buyea

Told from different viewpoints, five sixth-graders, facing
various challenges and under pressure to do well on
statewide assessment tests, agree to a plan for acing
the tests.

Realistic Fiction

The Prettiest
By Brigit Young

Realistic Fiction
Multiple Perspectives

Resistance
By Jennifer Nielsen
Historical Fiction

When a list appears online ranking the top fifty prettiest
girls in the eighth grade, everything turns upside down.
Eve Hoffman, ranked number one, can't ignore how
everyone is suddenly talking about her looks. Sophie, the
most popular girl in school, feels lower than ever when
she's bullied for being ranked number two. Nessa
Flores-Brady didn't even make the list, but she doesn't
care -- or does she? The three girls ban together to find
out who made the list but their journey doesn't lead them
where they expect.

In 1942 sixteen-year-old Chaya Lindner is a Jewish girl
living in Nazi-occupied Poland, a courier who smuggles
food and documents to the isolated Jewish ghettos in
southern Poland, depending on her forged papers and
"Aryan" features--but when a mission goes wrong and
many of her colleagues are arrested she finds herself
on a journey to Warsaw, where an uprising is in the
works.

Fiction (CONTINUED)
Title
Author

Description

Jacket
(Different editions vary)
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Small Spaces
by Katherine Arden
Horror Fiction

*The Sun is Also a
Star
By Nicola Yoon

*mature

After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie only finds solace
in books. So when she happens upon a crazed woman at the river
threatening to throw a book into the water, Ollie doesn't think--she
just acts, stealing the book and running away. As she begins to read
the slender volume, Ollie discovers a chilling story about a girl
named Beth, the two brothers who both loved her, and a peculiar
deal made with "the smiling man," a sinister specter who grants
your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price. Ollie is
captivated by the tale until her school trip the next day to Smoke
Hollow, a local farm with a haunting history all its own. There she
stumbles upon the graves of the very people she's been reading
about. Could it be that the story about the smiling man is true? Ollie
doesn't have too long to think about the answer to that. On the way
home, the school bus breaks down, sending their teacher back to
the farm for help. But the strange bus driver has some advice for
the kids left behind in his care: "Best get moving. At nightfall they'll
come for the rest of you." Nightfall is, indeed, fast descending when
Ollie's previously broken digital wristwatch, a keepsake reminder of
better times, begins a startling countdown and delivers a terrifying
message: RUN. Only Ollie and two of her classmates heed the bus
driver's warning. As the trio head out into the woods--bordered by a
field of scarecrows that seem to be watching them--the bus driver
has just one final piece of advice for Ollie and her friends: "Avoid
large places. Keep to small." And with that, a deliciously creepy and
hair-raising adventure begins.

Two teens--Daniel, the son of Korean shopkeepers, and
Natasha, whose family is here illegally from
Jamaica--cross paths in New York City on an eventful day
in their lives--Daniel is on his way to an interview with a
Yale alum, Natasha is meeting with a lawyer to try and
prevent her family's deportation to Jamaica--and fall in
love.

Realistic Fiction
Multiple Perspectives

The Wild Robot
By Peter Brown
Science Fiction

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote,
wild island with no memory of where she is from or why
she is there, and her only hope of survival is to try to learn
about her new environment from the island's hostile
inhabitants.
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